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offer a great variety of vendors 
and products. 

“Our family members range in 
age from a toddler all the way up 
to great-grandparents. Everyone 
enjoys their time at the market, be-
cause there is something for each 
of us – which makes it a great way 
to share something weekly with 
your family, that you can all en-
joy. We love getting our breakfast 
sandwiches and coffee before we 
begin to shop; walking around to 
see all the different things that are 
being offered that week, based on 
seasonal fruits and vegetables, to 
different artisans in attendance. It 
is a great reason for us to all spend 
time together each week as a fam-
ily.”

The Lewiston Artisan Farmers 
Market operates from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. each Saturday on the Por-
tage Road side of Academy Park. 
Opening day for the 2023 season 
is June 3.

Organizer Jamie Symmonds 
of Willow Consulting said, “This 
year, we’re expecting some great 
new full-time vendors; and, of 
course, a lot of our regulars. 

“Some things I’m truly excited 
about this year: We’ve got some 
new farmers and sort of a new va-
riety of products this year that we 
haven’t had in the past, or we had 
maybe early on in the beginning 
of the market. There’s some excit-
ing things coming.”

For those who might be visiting 
for the fi rst time, Symmonds said, 
“Of course, when you think of a 
farmers market, you have your 
standard farmers that do the fruits 

and the vegetables, a large varia-
tion and variety of that. And we’ve 
got some amazing farmers that 
come and bring some really great 
products that typically come into 
full swing by mid- to end of June 
with their fruits and vegetables. 

“But other things you can look 
for at the market: We’ve got gar-
lic, honey products, fresh loaves 
of bread, eggs, meat. And this 
year, we’re welcoming, actually, a 
mushroom vendor who’s coming 
from Buffalo. 

“And then, for those of you who 
maybe are also looking to branch 
out beyond the food products, 
there’s a lot of artisans that are in 
attendance typically – anywhere 
from photography, handmade jew-
elry, soaps, wood decor, candles, 
and so much more. We have a 
dog treats vendor, so it’s not just 
for the people – it’s for our four-

legged friends, too.”
Two main highlights of the Lew-

iston Artisan Farmers Market:
•The fresh produce – Sym-

monds said, “You get face time 
with the people who are actually 
growing your food. We have farm-
ers that use organic products in 
their fi elds. They can tell you 
what’s going to be in season, the 
good crops. And basically, having 
comfort of knowing not just where 
you’re getting your food from, but 
how it’s grown and produced. 

“And then you’re also support-
ing local businesses in your area, 
which is always, in my opinion, 
an important thing – especially 
farmers. They work very hard. 
I’ve never met people who work 
harder than a farmer.”

•The famous breakfast sand-
wiches – Symmonds said, “From 
day one, that’s one of the big 

draws of our market.”
She said, “This year, we are wel-

coming back Wandering Gypsy. 
They’re going to be joining us 
again this year, making the break-
fast sandwiches.”

While the vendors and patrons 
credit Symmonds with the mar-
ket’s success, she is quick to 
praise the location.

“I’d like to think it’s not just 
our market, but the backdrop,” 
Symmonds said. “So, being in the 
Village of Lewiston, in Academy 
Park, it’s kind of an ideal situa-
tion for the market. I’ve heard 
people comment that it is a sense 
of community when they’re there 
– not just the vendors, but also the 
shoppers. I’ve also heard from lo-
cal businesses that, when people 
come to the farmers market, they 
then stop and frequent the restau-
rants and the other shops up and 

down Center Street, as well. 
“I see it as a community event. 

It’s for everybody, and everybody 
seems to enjoy that sense of, when 
they all come together on a Sat-
urday, you see your friends, you 
see your neighbors – and there’s 
something to be said for that.”

Jennifer Raymond, owner of 
Wandering Gypsy Brewing Co., in 
Ransomville, said, “The Lewiston 
Farmers Market is fi lled with a 
lovely variety of farmers and other 
local businesses. The 2023 season 
will be WGBCo’s third season 
participating as a full-time vendor 
serving breakfast sandwiches, 
and we’ll have canned beer avail-
able this year. 

“We especially love all of the cus-
tomers we see week after week, 
and the relationships we are able 
to form with them. It really is a 
lovely community to be a part of.”

Lewiston Artisan Farmers Market: Opening day for 2023 season is June 3
Continued from Page 1

Lewiston Artisan Farmers Market photos by Chelsea Sears, Chelsea Modern 
Images // Jamie Symmonds
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